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Message From The President 

 I am writing this a week after the TSNS show. Here in Chattanooga we have a rather mild winter up until the last 

few weeks. We have had two significant snows and some very cold temperatures the week before the show and there 

was a forecast for snow on set up Thursday. We were lucky here and it did not materialize. Gayle, and I, and, Ben 

Gaddy, and Stanley Davis and Gayle's sister in law Brenda Pike worked most of the day Wednesday to prepare because 

we wanted to be ready if the snow happened on set up day. As it turned out we were lucky but a number of dealers were 

not so lucky. There were several cancellations and no shows as the snow went around us but was very heavy east and 

north of Chattanooga. But the show went on!  

 We had about 1485 people attend in three days. Saturday was especially good because we had a very nice article 

in the paper that brought in the crowd. We thank all the dealers who braved the weather and I think had a good show.  

 The annual awards were given at the membership meeting Saturday with Gayle Pike receiving the Literary Award 

for her article on her trip to the Smokey Mountain quarter unveiling. Don Sullivan was honored with The Jasper Payne 

Paper money award. Mr. Sullivan said he was really proud of this honor because he had learned from and respected Jas-

per for so many years. The Outstanding Member award was just to difficult to choose one so two members Stanley 

Davis and Bill Swafford III were co-recipients. Bill and Stanley work so fatefully ever show to make it a success.  

 Again I thank all the dealers, show staff, club members and Bill Wiggins and the arena workers for putting on a 

great coin show. Have a great summer and see you in November. Jim Ford 

From the Editor’s Desk 

As most know we lost Gary Overton during the FUN show in January where he collapsed at the hotel after leaving the 

show. 

Well the New Year has started and so far it has been extremely cold through out the country. Hopefully by the time 

that you receive this newsletter the weather has turned a little warmer.  

At the FUN show there seem to have been very good business on the Bourse Floor. I witness a lot of business with 

dealers and collectors during the show and everyone seems to have had a decent time at the show. Hopefully this will 

continue throughout the year.  

If you have any suggestions or recommendation for the Newsletter just let me know either call (321-258-0325) or 

email (rblackman@cfl.rr.com).  

If you can attend any local coin shows in your area please do. They will be worth while and by getting to know the 

dealers that would be a great benefit.  

As always be safe and aware of your surroundings when you are traveling to and from a show. 

Take care.    Ron Blackman  



 

3 

 

Visit us at:  www.larrybriggsrarecoins.com 

Serving The Collector, Investor, and Dealer Since 1953 

WANTED ARTICLES FOR TSNS NEWSLETTER 
If you have always wanted to try your hand as a writer, TSNS Newsletter is looking for you. You do not have to be a 

professional writer  to have an article published. Just put your thoughts in writing and submit to TSNS Newsletter 

Editor for publication in the Newsletter.  You can write about your experience at a show (either good or bad), some 

of your favorite coins or any area of Numismatic that you are familiar with.  You can easily share your thoughts and 

experience with other members of the numismatic community. 

You can submit your articles to the Editor (Ron Blackman) via email: RBlackman@cfl.rr.com. If there are any ques-

tions/concerns just send an email. 

Thanks, Ron  

The photo on the left shows the dealers in the process of sitting their area up on Thursday afternoon. The middle image 

shows the spread (snacks) that is provided by TSNS to the dealers during Thursday’s setup. The pizza is provided by 

Roma Coins (Orv Detrick) and LBRC (Larry Briggs) late Thursday afternoon for the dealers so they can continue busi-

ness and finish setting up their tables and inventory. (Photos courtesy of Glenda Weaver) 
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If you attend the upcoming TSNS Show, plan on attending the 

General Membership Meeting that is schedule for 3:00 PM on 

Saturday, 

Support TennCoin Advertisers. They Support Us!   

The ads are placed throughout the newsletter. 

TSNS OFFICERS AND BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
  

President: Jim Ford    (2016)  Phone: 423-902-3164 

1st VP: Gayle Pike    (2016)  Email: pikegk@aol.com 

2nd VP: Glenda Weaver   (2016) Email: Glenda_scb@bellsouth.net 

Secretary/Treasurer: Amy Kubicek    Email: amytsnsdues@bellsouth.net 

Historian Curator: Sharon Blackman  Email: sharon-ron@cfl.rr.com 

Parliamentarian: Wayne Weaver    Email: Glenda_scb@bellsouth.net 

Governors  2016 

Ron Blackman    Email: rblackman@cfl.rr.com 

Charles Cataldo     Email: alcoinsil@bellsouth.net 

Bob Hurst      Email: forvm@comcast.net 

Governors  2018 

Jeffrey Clark      Email: janetnjeff.clark@gmail.com 

Jim Lusk      Email: govlusk@tsns.org 

Tina Padilla      Email: tinapadilla213@gmail.com- 

Bourse Chairman: Gayle Pike Email: pikegk@aol.com 

Exhibit Chairman: Wayne Weaver Email: Glenda_scb@bellsouth.net 

Bourse Security: Glenda & Wayne Weaver  

    Email: Glenda_scb@bellsouth.net 

TennCoin News Editor & Webmaster:  

Ron Blackman    Email: rblackman@cfl.rr.com 

The  Earliest  Tennessee  Token 
 

by  Bill  Groom 

 

 One of the greatest joys of collecting old tokens rests in the benefit of attaching history   to a piece, the sharing of 

knowledge.  Questions abound, and many an answer can be found; this, with the aid of the internet, in particular. One can 

build an online library of digital books through Google, scan early newspapers and directories in digital form, visit dedi-

cated websites, and do much more to gather information about the early days in America; and, elsewhere around the 

globe. The world is now literally at our fingertips. 

 

 This article tells something of the story behind what’s believed to be the earliest token issued by any merchant in 

the state of Tennessee.  Pictured at right are the store token of  

 

H & I KIRKMAN / NASHVILLE, TENN.  The obverse shows an 

anvil, upon which lean metal implements.  The reverse legend reads 

as follows: H & I KIRKMAN / NASHVILLE - TENe / IMPORT-

ERS OF HARDWARE AND CUTLERY 

 
Continued page 5 
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Charles Cataldo, Jr.  

Alabama Coin & Silver  
256-536-0262,  

900 Bob Wallace Ave. SW Ste 122 

Huntsville, AL  35801 

JOIN SCI’S THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS! 

FREE CATALOGS! 

DECADES OLD EXPERIENCED FIRM OFFERING A FULL 

LINE OF COINS, CURRENCY AND SUPPLIES 

SOUTHERN COIN INVESTMENTS 

  PO Box 720714, Dept TN 

Atlanta, GA 30358-2714 

Phone: 770-393-8000 

Fax: 770-396-1734 

www.southerncoin.com 

Email: sales@southerncoin.com 

TO OBTAIN OUR FREE CURRENT  

CATALOGS, PLEASE EMAIL OR  

APPLY ON OUR WEBSITE 

Life Member: ANS, ANA, BRNA, CSNA, CSNS, FUN, GNA, 

GENA, MSNA, MANA, MNA, NCNA, SCNA, AND TSNS  

Member Industry Council for Tangible Investments 

The  Earliest  Tennessee  Token (Continued) 
 

 In his Standard Catalog of United States Tokens, 1700-1900 (4th ed. - 2004), Rulau lists this merchant token in 

copper, brass and silver-plated brass. Rulau estimated that perhaps twenty specimens, total, then existed. A very fine 

specimen sold for $1,700 at auction in 1990. Based upon the token’s “fabric” or style, Rulau deduced that it was struck 

between 1828-32.  He noted that no directory evidence was possible to confirm the years of this business, as the first 

city directory for Nashville was produced in 1853. Rulau learned that one Thomas Kirkman owned a hardware business 

in Nashville as early as 1809. Having found some genealogical info pertaining to Thomas, Rulau then surmised that the 

issuers of this token were Hugh K. and John (a.k.a. Ian) Kirkman, sons of Thomas.  

 

 Having made a personal visit to the Mormon archives in Salt Lake City, Utah, Rulau learned that the H. & I. 

Kirkman firm was succeeded by Kirkman & Ellis (John Kirkman & James Ellis), cutlery and hardware at 34 Public 

Square; this, by 1853.  The K&E firm dissolved by 1858. Ellis opened a dry goods store, and J. Kirkman later became a 

banker.  

There’s more to the story …. 

 

 In 1826, Tennessee celebrated its thirtieth year as the sixteenth state admitted to the Union. Only two years prior, 

Tennessee’s favorite son, Hero of New Orleans in the War of 1812 and candidate for President, Andy Jackson, lost a 

close race with John Quincy Adams. Jackson would win the next race though. 

 

 Twenty years prior, in 1806, Nashville had incorporated as a city. Valued as a port city along the Cumberland 

River and strategically located, Nashville was to eventually become the state capital.  In these early days, it drew many 

Scots-Irish who were seeking religious freedom; then too, many of whom benefited from land grants, given their ser-

vice in the Revolutionary War. Entrepreneurs likewise saw opportunity knocking.  
Continued page 7 
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What’s Happening 
 

 

April 4, 2015 Coin Show. Rothchild Conference Center, 8807 

Kingston Pike.  Knoxville, TN (PH: 865-660-8692) Email: 

beavercreekcoins@bellsouth.net t  

 

April 17-19, 2015 Georgia Numismatic Association (GNA) 

51st Annual Coin Show. NW Georgia Trade and Convention 

Center, 2211 Dug Gap Battle Road. Dalton, GA  

 PH: 770-639-0190 Web Site: www.gamoney.org  

 

May2, 2015 Coin Show. Rothchild Conference Center, 8807 

Kingston Pike.  Knoxville, TN (PH: 865-660-8692) Email: 

beavercreekcoins@bellsouth.net   

 

May 16, 2015 Central Alabama Coin Show, Pelham Civic 

Center 500 Amphitheater Rd (I-65, exit 246, follow signs to 

Civic Center), Pelham, AL.  (PH: 205-620-0560). Email: 

cbshory@gmail.com  

 

June 6, 2015 Coin Show. Rothchild Conference Center, 8807 

Kingston Pike.  Knoxville, TN (PH: 865-660-8692) Email: 

beavercreekcoins@bellsouth.net t  

 

June 18-21, 2015 38th Annual Memphis International Paper 

Money Show. Cook Convention Center East Hall, 225 N. 

Main. Memphis, TN (PH: 817-723-7231) Email: 

doug@memphisipms.com  

 

If you are aware of local shows that are not listed contact 

Ron Blackman Email: rblackman@cfl.rr.com and provide 

information needed. 

Visit website: www.TSNS.org for a more up to date list of 

shows.  

mailto:rcb03@bellsouth.net
mailto:rcb03@bellsouth.net
http://www.brna.org
mailto:rcb03@bellsouth.net
mailto:cbshory@gmail.com
mailto:rcb03@bellsouth.net
mailto:rcb03@bellsouth.net
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The  Earliest  Tennessee  Token (Continued) 
 

 Tennessee settlers and those heading for points west naturally needed tools and all manner of hardware to build a 

new life. One of the earliest merchants in Nashville was  an Irish emigrant by the name of Thomas Kirkman.  Sources 

differ on the initial year, of Kirkman’s arrival; being sometime between 1804-07. By 1809, Thomas owned a storehouse 

and ran a hardware store, located near the corner of College and Cedar  Streets. His father had been a major in the British 

army.  Thomas evidently had some relatives in Ireland and/or England who supplied him with wares for his business.  

 

 Thomas Kirkman married Eleanora “Ellen” Jackson in County Cork, Ireland in 1799. Their first three children 

were born in Ireland. Hugh, their sixth child, was born on May 25, 1810, and John, their seventh, was born on April 8, 

1813.     

 

 Thomas Kirkman died in April of 1826, at age 46. According to legal records, the liquid assets of his estate then 

exceeded $100,000!  He obviously had a thriving business. It’s likely that older sons, Thomas, Jr., then age 26, and 

James, then age 24, initially assumed responsibility for the family hardware business. Hugh was then age 16 and John 

but 13 years old.  Within a few years following their father’s death, the estate apparently settled, Thomas, Jr. and James 

relocated to Florence, Alabama and established a prosperous hardware business there. Thomas, Jr. later pursued interests 

in planting and steamboats. Interestingly, the City of Florence had incorporated in 1826, and Andrew Jackson, soon-to-

be-President, played a part in its development.  Like Nashville, Florence, another river city, was obviously a wise place 

to establish a hardware business. 

 

 In December of 1829, H. & J. (I) Kirkman & Co., who had built stores on Church Street, advertised that a large 

assortment of hardware, cutlery and saddlery had been received from England. Among the new goods received were 

Rogers’ pen-knives, table, dessert and carving knives, and forks, razors and scissors. They also received plated ware and 

building material.  This stock may well have arrived on the steamboat “Nashville” which, on December 19, unloaded a 

cargo of 420 tons and soon departed with a shipment of 1,400 bales of cotton.  

 

 The History of Nashville (1890) reveals that the younger Kirkman brothers were in business at the close of 1829 

and probably earlier. It may even be the case that these tokens arrived from England with that cutlery and hardware ship-

ment in December of 1829!  Rulau noted that the tokens had been struck by one Thomas Halliday, a die sinker in Bir-

mingham, England (working years of 1810-42).  Akin to painters, early engravers had a recognizable style; often reus-

ing/reworking prepared dies that, in effect, brand   their work. Thus, these Kirkman merchant tokens were produced prior 

to 1843. 

 

Glimpses of Hugh and John …. 

 

 In the early 1830’s, Hugh, in his early twenties, wealthy and having the reputation of  then being Nashville’s most 

eligible bachelor, owned a farm called “Oak Hill” upon which he bred racehorses. His most famous horse was named 

Wacousta which was sent to Hugh by an English uncle. After establishing a winning career, Wacousta was offered for 

sale at the then princely sum of $4,000. Hugh’s interest in horse racing was shared by his younger brother, James.  

 

 Hugh married Eleanora Van Leer, the daughter of Anthony Van Leer, in 1839. She was not only beautiful, but her 

father, Anthony Van Leer, owned thousands of acres of rich farmland, the Cumberland Iron Works and a retail store in 

Nashville. Hugh later managed the iron works for his father-in-law. Anthony built a palatial home for the couple in 

1848; this, on the southwest corner of Charlotte and Fifth Avenue in Nashville. Sadly, in June of 1849, following the 

birth of her sixth child, Eleanora died. She was but 27 years old. Hugh died in 1861. Their stately home later became the 

Tennessee Institute for the Blind. 

 

 In 1844, John Kirkman, formerly H & J Kirkman & Co., was reportedly a hardware dealer.  By 1852, the business 

was known as Kirkman & Ellis; later, Gray & Kirkman‘s hardware store (see invoice at end of this article). John appar-

ently did some gunsmith work. A 50 caliber pistol that was once carried by one of Brigham Young’s Mormon body-

guards bears the mark, John Kirkman / Nashville, on the gun’s lock plate.  

 
Continued page 9 
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 John Parker, Middle Tennessee Coin, Inc. 

201 East Main St., Suite 450 

 Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130 

             615-896-5102 

What is SilverTowne? 
  

A business that has been built 

on honesty and integrity.  

We offer many services and products  

to accommodate all of your needs: 
  

U.S. Gold • Silver Dollars 

Numismatic Coins 

Gold & Silver Bullion 

14KT & Sterling Jewelry 
  

  

Visit our Web site: 

www.silvertowne.com 
  

Updated spot prices, current coin prices, 

daily & weekly specials. 

  

You can e-mail us at: 

sales@silvertowne.com 

with any questions you may have. 
  

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

800-788-7481 

Leon and David Hendrickson 

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

 120 E. Union City Pike 

Winchester, IN 47394 

Springfield 
Rare Coins 

Craig Warren 
Owner - Numismatist 

We Buy & Sell -  Gold & Silver, Coins & US Paper Money,  
Collections and Estates   

206 N. Glenstone 

Springfield, MO 65802 

spfldrarecoins@yahoo.com 417-832-0669 

His Distinguishing Mark 

One day a Big City Bank received the following mes-

sage from one of its country correspondents: “Pay 

twenty-five dollars to John Smith, who will call to-

day.” 

“The cashier’s curiosity became suspicious when a 

cabman assisted into the bank a drunken “fare,” who 

shouted that he was John Smith and wanted some 

money.  Two clerks pushed, pulled and piloted the 

boisterous individual into a private room away from 

the sight and hearing of regular depositors.  

“The cashier wired the country bank: ‘Man claiming 

to be John Smith is here.  Highly intoxicated.  Shall 

we await identification?”  “The answer read: Identifi-

cation complete.  Pay the money.” 
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The  Earliest  Tennessee  Token Continued) 
 

 John owned the Odd Fellows Hall which he gratuitously loaned for Episcopal Church services in 1857. In 1864, 

John sold a plot of land for $10,000, upon which was built the St. Mary’s Orphan Asylum.  

 

 Following the Civil War years, John Kirkman became President of the Third National Bank in Nashville. When 

that bank later merged with  the American National Bank in Nashville, John remained President in that bank from 1884 

until his death in 1888.  

 

 The Kirkman Brothers were wealthy, entrepreneurial, southern aristocrats yet were active in civic affairs. They 

provided much needed hardware and European industrial goods to southern farmers, miners and pioneers who were 

westward bound.  Still, snippets of historical information, strongly suggest that the success of this family dynasty was 

also built upon religious principles and generosity to those less fortunate.  

 

Final Thoughts on the token 

 

 It’s not until the early 1850’s that other, die-struck advertising tokens were issued by various merchants in Nash-

ville and Memphis. Small cent-sized, merchant tokens from those cities and a few other Tennessee towns were issued 

during the Civil War years.  Like those of the Kirkman Brothers, the 1850’s era Tennessee tokens listed by Rulau are 

about the size of then circulating large cents. While none of these tokens were intended to be substitute cents, they were 

often accepted in trade as such; this, with each having, in effect, a cent’s worth of copper or metal therein. Today, we 

know this to be true by virtue of the heavy, circulation-induced wear that many of these early tokens now exhibit.  

 

 While it’s possible to answer many questions about early tokens like that of the Kirkmans’, there typically re-

main many unanswered questions.  Did the young Kirkman Brothers order these tokens from England?  Unless an in-

voice someday appears, we may never have an answer to that question. Given the small number of these tokens now 

known, perhaps twenty specimens, the brothers may have received but a sample batch. Might an overseas relative or 

another brother have ordered some samples as a gift?   

 

 Since there are three known varieties of the Kirkman token, being maybe 5-10 examples, each, in copper and 

brass, plus one token that was silver-plated, this was likely a sales’ sample group. A merchant would then choose which 

variety at a particular cost would best suit his needs. Surely, if no more were ever ordered by the brothers, this would 

explain their present rarity. As the bulk cost of advertising tokens was well under a cent, apiece, a merchant could profit 

from passing the tokens in change as a cent. Then too, there was the added benefit that this word-of-mouth advertising 

token carried with it. 

 

 No matter how interesting to read, historical writings are not always accurate.  Earlier writers often took liberties, 

confusing and obscuring facts in the process.  This often makes it difficult for us present-day students who seek to sort 

matters out. There may be some errors in this article that need correction or updating. I’ll leave that up to future collec-

tors who share my interest in the study of early tokens and Americana.  Enjoy!  

 

One more thing …. 

 

 Oftentimes, upon acquiring a token, I’ll search for memorabilia that’s related to the merchant or business at hand. 

I refer to these items as “go-alongs.“ Regarding Kirkman Hardware, I’ve managed to acquire an invoice, dated 1878. It 

bears the name of John Kirkman as a junior partner and salesman.  John, then age 65, had yet another ten years to live. 

Thus, this invoice is a token remembrance of the final Kirkman Brothers’ enterprise.                 

 

 Unlike the Kirkman Brothers’ token, this invoice provides a good many facts about the latter day business. The 

date and address is given. The partners and employees are named. There’s a more detailed listing of the company’s 

products and more. Go-alongs like this virtually make a token come to life. 

Here’s an illustration: 

 
Continued page 10 
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The  Earliest  Tennessee  Token (Continued) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources & Recommended Reading: 

American Turf Register and Sporting Magazine - February, 1840. 

History of Nashville - H.W. Crew, 1890. 

Old Days in Nashville, Tenn. - Reminiscences - Miss Jane H. Thomas, 1895. 

Standard Catalog of United States Tokens, 1700-1900,  4th ed. - Russell Rulau, 2004. 

Tennessee Records: Tombstone Inscriptions and Manuscripts - Jeanette Tillotson Acklen, 2009. 

As can be seen in 

these photos, 

Gayle had an-

other packed 

room for the 

Young Numisma-

tist Program that 

was held on Sat-

urday afternoon.  

(Photos courtesy 

of Glenda 

Weaver) 
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GARY OVERTON MEMORIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Gary A. Overton passed away on January 9, 2015 while attending the FUN Show in Orlando, FL. Gary 

collapsed at the hotel in the evening after leaving the FUN Show for the day. Gary is survived by his wife Mary, 

his daughters Katy, Heidi and Sheena, his parents Clarence and Joyce Overton, and his brothers, Terry and Bud.  

Gary was laid to rest on his 63rd birthday, January 18th, in his home town of Tazewell, Tennessee.  

 A memorial service for Gary was held January 15 at Patrick AFB Chapel in Satellite Beach, FL. Gary 

was honored by a full military ceremony by the Patrick AFB Honor Guard including a gun salute and taps.  

 A full military ceremony was held in his home town of Tazewell, TN, on January 18th and Gary was in-

terred at the Fairview Cemetery. Both services were well attended by many family members and friends.  

 Gary collected Gulf Oil memorabilia and firearms but would deal in any collectible including U.S. and 

world coins, currency, paper wills, badges, guns, knives, deeds and other items. Gary had a wonderful reputa-

tion for loving to make deals and for being a fair and honest dealer.  

 Gary was a Life Member of TSNS. He started out as a dealer in the earlier years of TSNS and then got 

into bringing some supplies that the dealers requested. After that Gary started doing supplies (Space Coast Coin 

Supply) at TSNS for many years. He was known for having the products with reasonable prices. You would see 

the Budget truck parked inside in the alcove during the show where he kept additional supplies, cases and lamps 

for the dealers as needed.  

 We can all say that Gary was a good decent person and that he will be solely missed by many of his fam-

ily, friends and associates. 

(Photos courtesy of Glenda Weaver) 
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Bill Swafford (left) and Stanley Davis (right) receives the Outstanding 

Member Awards. 

Don Sullivan re-

ceives the Jasper 

Payne Paper 

Money Award 

Darrell Beason re-

ceives Best of Show 

and 1st place for his 

“Odd, Curious and 

Strange Money” Ex-

hibit. For his exhibit 

receives a Amber 

Compote Coin and 

Gold Overlay Tray. 

Richard Hickman, 

receives 2nd place 

for his “Counterfeit 

Coins” Exhibit. 

Richard receives a 

Gold Overlay Tray 

for his exhibit. 

All Photos courtesy of Glenda Weaver 


